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PERSONAL BIOS



	To read complete bios go to: www.cambalachesalsa.com

	



	Pancho Chavez- Lead Vocal & Band Leader

Pancho was born in Lima-Peru in 1977. After finishing high school in 1995 he moved to Seattle. It was during his studies of Business Administration, where he met great musicians who encouraged him to start singing salsa. After a few years Pancho became one of the strongest salsa vocalists in the NW.  Moreover, his work as a bandleader and music promoter is greatly appraised by the Salsa community in the Northwest.



	



	Mario Barrera - Percussion & Vocals

Born and raised in Mexico and from a musical family that embraced
traditional and popular music as well as classical and jazz, Mario was exposed to different types of music from an early age.  His discography includes Con Safos-DLRJB, Movimiento Music-DLRJB, Puro Party-DLRJB Barrio Ritmos & Blues-DLRJB, Radio ChÛn-Los Otros among others.



	



	Ernesto Pediangco - Percussion
Ernesto is a professional percussionist with twenty-three years of experience in live performance and studio recording. A native of Seattle, he began his career in local jazz and dance clubs. Since then he has extensively toured the United States, Canada and the Bahamas. Ernesto also designs Latin percussion instruments.



	



	Pedrito Vargas – Percussion
Pedro was born in Havana, Cuba. Pedro has toured the world with with great names such as Cubanismo, Los Van Van, Almadito Valdez, Eliades Ochoa, Compay Segundo, Ibrahim Ferrer, Omara Portuondo, and the members of Sierra Maestra. He now lives in Seattle and plays bongos for Cambalache and percussion with other local bands. 

	



	Mike Dorr- Lead Trumpet

Michael Dorr was born and raised in Seattle, WA, and began playing
trumpet at the age of eight. He started his own Dixieland Jazz band, "Rise
& Shine" when he was only eleven years old. Over the time "Rise & Shine"
was together, they performed all over the west coast from California to
Vancouver B.C. He now plays around the NW.



	



	Nathan Vetter – Trombone & Arranger

Nathan Vetter began his professional career at age 14, playing gigs in Des Moines, Iowa.  After spending his high school years winning contests and playing in prestigious musical ensembles, Nathan went to the University of Northern Iowa, noted for its high-caliber jazz program.  Later, Nathan headed out East, to study jazz at William Paterson College. 



	



	Todd Mahaffey- 2nd trumpet

Todd is currently a band director in the Bellevue School District and a
freelance trumpet player in the Puget Sound area.  He is a graduate of the University of Washington, where he played in the Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, Jazz Band and Marching Band.



	



	Ben Verdier- Piano and Bass
Ben Verdier is an accomplished bassist and pianist who has thrived on making music since 1985. He studied classical and jazz music theory and piano performance while pursuing a degree in computer science at Stanford University. Since his move to Seattle in 1993, Ben has studied classical and jazz double bass with Barry Lieberman and Doug Miller. 

	



	Edsson Otero- Percussion
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